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SUBJECT: AKRAWI DELEGATION TO THE KURDS IN THE U.S. 

REF: A) STATE 4065 B) BAGHDAD 1938 

1 . THE SIX MAN AKRAWI DELEGATION ARRIVED IN THE UNITED 
STATES FROM CANADA ON 16 JANUARY 1977. BEFORE ARRIVING 
WE UNDERSTAND THEY CONTACTED KURDISH GROUPS IN THE U.S. 

VIA TELEPHONE FROM CANADA. AFTER A COUPLE OF SIGHTSEEING 
DAYS IN WASHINGTON, THE DELEGATION SPLIT UP, TWO MEMBERS 
OF THE GROUP WENT TO MIAMI, AND TWO OTHER MEMBERS STAYED 
IN WASHINGTON. AKRAWI, THE REMAINING MEMBER OF THE 
DELEGATION, AND THE CHIEF OF THE IRAQI INTERESTS SECTION, 

TRAVELLED TO CALIFORNIA (LOS ANGELES, SAN DIEGO) AND 
NORTH DAKOTA (BISMARK). 

2. HAVING BEEN ALERTED BY OTHER KURDS IN THE U.S. TO THE 
VISIT OF THIS IRAQI DELEGATION, A MEMBER OF BARZANI'S EN- 
TOURAGE PAID LIGHTNING VISITS TO VARIOUS KURDISH GROUPS 
IN THE U.S. IMMEDIATELY BEFORE THE DELEGATION’S ARRIVAL. 

HE TOLD US THAT NONE OF THE KURDS WERE PREPARED TO SUCCUMB 
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TO ANY BLANDISHMENTS THE IRAQI DELEGATION MIGHT OFFER, 

ALTHOUGH THERE REMAINS A MORALE PROBLEM WITH SOME KURDISH 
REFUGEES IN CALIFORNIA. WHO ARE STILL ON WELFARE. 

3. WHILE PRESS REPORTS OF THE VISIT DID NOT COME TO THE 
DEPARTMENT S ATTENTION SO FAR, NEWS OF THE IRAQI DELEGATION 
DID CIRCULATE; WE ANSWERED INQUIRIES ABOUT THE VISIT FROM 
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THE INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

4. IRAQI INT CHIEF AMIN AL-HASSAN CHARACTERIZED THE VISIT 

AS SUCCESSFUL. WHILE THE NUMBERS THE DELEGATION SAW WERE 
SMALL (FLORIDA-20, CALIFORNIA - 5, NORTH DAKOTA - 15). 

AL-HASSAN SAID THAT MOST KURDS WERE LEADERS OF THEIR RE- 
SPECTIVE COMMUNTIES . HE ALSO MENTIONED THAT MEMBERS OF THE 
DELEGATION MET WITH IRAQI STUDENTS, IN ADDITION TO THEIR 
PRIMARY AUDIENCE. 

5. THE GROUP DEPARTED WASHINGTON FOR LONDON ON JANUARY 
22 . 

6. AL-HASSAN ALSO NOTED THAT DELEGATION MEMBER BAKR 
MAHMOUD RASOUL WAS JUST APPOINTED MINISTER OF LABOR AND 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS IN THE NEW CABINET. 

VANCE 
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